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Chair’s Message
As you know April 14 was the date of the TUC Ontario
Chapter Workshop hosted by our Chapter. This
workshop, the first in many years, represents a unique
opportunity for chapters to share their stream
rehabilitation experiences and best practices and
challenges us to find ways to collaborate on future
projects. Unfortunately, it became evident that the dire
weather forecast gave us no option but to cancel. At this
writing, we plan to reschedule the workshop for
Saturday, October 13.
Our Twelve Mile project list is growing and
impressive. Managing these projects is not easy,
compounded by the stop and start process of obtaining
approvals from the various agencies and commissions.
Much thanks to Brian Green, Ian Smith Allison Graszat,
Deanna Lindblad and Yvonne Hopkins for pushing all
the pieces forward. Hopefully we will clear the way to be
in the field soon.
Our sixth (!) Healing Waters Fly Fishing Intro
program is scheduled to run October 2 to October 5 this
year. Each year we seek feedback from the soldiers and
last year they told us they wanted more time at Franklin
Club. So we have extended Thursday’s trout fishing at
Franklin to a full day. Thanks to Jeff Shook for making
the arrangements with Franklin.
Also we need to mention the Scouts fly fishing
and fly tying program that Brian Green has organized.
Through this program many young people will now
better appreciate the importance of cold water
conservation and hopefully become more involved in
preserving those cold water resources closest to home.

Changes at TUC
Jack Imhof has been a vital part of the work
TUC has done across Canada as the organization’s
national biologist. He has also been an enthusiastic and
supportive ally of our Chapter in its development. Jack’s
retirement is a major shift for TUC, but we look forward
to working with new Ontario Biologist, Kelly Mason…
who has already visited Niagara and provided advice on
Twelve Mile Creek projects.
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Projects Underway
This has been an amazingly busy winter for the
Niagara Chapter. Our close working relationship
with the Niagara Restoration Council has brought
several large projects into focus.
 Applications for permits are pending to do
major restoration work in Short Hills Park,
including stabilizing banks, planting in
riparian zones, and creating meanders.
This work requires approvals from the
NPCA, the MNRF, the Escarpment
Commission, Parks Ontario, and Fisheries
and Oceans but we are forging ahead and
hope to have permits in place to begin
work this summer.
 We are applying for grants to work on
culvert replacement in the upper reaches of
the St. John’s branch. Again permitting
will be a long process once the grants have
been obtained
 We hope to begin work this summer on the
long-awaited projects we are undertaking
with the NPCA: creation of a spawning
bed and removal of a perched culvert on
the upper St. John’s branch

College Student Projects
Our student partners in the Ecosystem Restoration
Program have been surveying the badly eroded
sections of the St. John’s Branch of the Twelve
just upstream of Short Hills Park and will
providing recommendations for restoration work
there.
The GIS students have continued the work of
previous years in surveying, mapping, and
assessing reaches of the stream. One group is
concentrating on the Effingham Branch between
Killman and Orchard Hill, while another is
developing expertise in using drone technology to
survey reaches within Short Hills Park. A third
group has been busy establishing benchmarks
along the Twelve that will provide accurate
(within 3 cm) readings for future mapping.
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Outreach: Town of Pelham,
Scouts and Venturers
As part of our ongoing attempts to engage the
community in protecting and enhancing the
Twelve, we have begun discussions with the
Town of Pelham Works Dept. They were very
receptive to our suggestions and plan to
incorporate stream-friendly measures in their
working guidelines. Ian Smith will work closely
with staff to continue this productive relationship.
Meanwhile, we continue to take our
conservation message to Scouts and Venturers
through fly fishing and tying lessons. (See
Upcoming Events, below)

Deanna Lindblad
Deanna has been a stalwart member of our
Chapter since its earliest days. In her role as the
lead on Twelve Mile Creek for the NPCA, she
provided the contacts, the expertise, and the
knowledge that guided much of our work on the
creek. More recently she established the role of
Project Manager for our Chapter and brought her
expertise to bear on grant proposals and
connecting with partners in a part time position.
Inevitably, Deanna was offered full time work
that reflects her talents and abilities; she is now
the Partnership Lead with the Ministry of Natural
Resources and Forestry out of the Vineland
office. We congratulate Deanna on her new
position and look forward to working with her in
the MNRF, while continuing to rely on her
enthusiasm and expertise as a member of our
Chapter.

Landowner Outreach
Through a tree-giveway program organized by
Niagara Restoration Council, we hope to make
contact with many landowners along the Twelve
and encourage their participation in improving the
stream. Landowners will be invited to pick up a
free tree at Sobey’s in Fonthill on Earth Day,
April 22, and sign in to our database.
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Upcoming Events
April 18: Introductory fly fishing and fly tying session for Waterdown Venturers. Followup onstream fishing lessons May 19 at Bronte Creek. Volunteers welcome!
April 22: Earth Day landowner tree giveaway at Sobey’s in Fonthill from noon to 3pm.
April 28: Opening Day of trout season. NPCA Opening Day event at St. John’s Pond. Niagara
Chapter volunteers will be demonstrating fly tying and casting and promoting catch and release.
May 16 and 23: Welland and Fonthill Scouts Introduction to Fly Fishing and Fly Tying sessions.
June 16: Family fishing day at Doug’s pond.

Please hold the date for this year’s Healing Waters Program in collaboration with
Soldier On. The Niagara Chapter of TUC will once again be welcoming injured
Canadian Forces soldiers to Niagara for a three day intro to fly fishing. Please
hold the dates of Oct. 2,3,4 and let us know if you are interested in being part of
this important event.
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