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Chair’s Message
Do you want to volunteer?
We get many inquiries about volunteering for Chapter activities.
And for sure we are at our core a volunteer organization.
Volunteers are what make and keep the Chapter going. Most
people who volunteer want to be part of in-stream work. And
clearly this work is core to the Chapter’s mission. Unfortunately
in-stream work is difficult to predict, often happens on
weekdays, and sometimes requires heavy machinery like
excavators where we need to consider everyone’s safety.
However in addition to in-stream work we need
volunteers for other activities, like manning a booth at the Balls
Falls Thanksgiving Festival or serving lunch at the Healing
Waters Event, running a fund raising raffle or even just
coordinating volunteer activities. And for this reason we keep a
list of people who have offered to volunteer so we can send the
word out if and when we need you. So please let us know if you
want to get involved and while you’re at it, join TUC. And don't
be shy about putting forward a project idea that you have an
interest in.

Annual General Meeting
5:30 on Sept. 26 at the Fonthill Legion for this
important meeting. We are seeking input from all our members
as we chart a course for the future of our organization. The
Chapter has been very successful (see the attached list of
achievements!), but we have reached a point where we have to
plan for the succession of our executive and reorganize to
achieve the same levels of success going forward. Please plan
to attend.
Since our Chapter came into existence only eight years
ago our volunteers have raised significant grant money to go
with your membership dollars, and then contributed hundreds of
hours to make a difference in the Twelve Mile Creek Watershed.
Membership renewals run from April 1 of each year so if you
haven’t already done so, get that $40 tax deductible donation to
www.tucanada.org now and mark April 1 2020 for the next
renewal (or get a 5 year membership!)
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Healthy Twelve Mile Creek

Megan and Ian discuss stream restoration
with a landowner

One of two washouts on Sulphur Springs Rd.
in Pelham. TUC Niagara is advocating for
permanent closure of the road to vehicles.

Our Healthy Twelve Mile Creek manager, Megan
Lalli has been meeting regularly with her steering
committee, and reaching out to landowners along the
Twelve to get their participation. Over 300 leaflets
have been put in mailboxes, ads have been placed in
local papers, and Megan has been walking properties
with landowners to select our demonstration projects.
We are now considering three properties and
developing a restoration plan for each. This is all part
of a $70,000 SEED grant from the Trillium
Foundation that ends Sept. 30. If our work has been
successful, we may receive a further GROW grant
that will see continuation of the program and
connection with many more landowners.
Recently, we also received a $32,000 grant
from the Greenbelt Foundation to continue and
expand the Healthy Twelve Mile Creek initiative.
This grant recognizes the importance of our work in
connecting with landowners, and extends the program
into the spring of 2020.

Sulphur Springs Road, Pelham
TUC Niagara is having a positive effect on the future
of this scenic road. Closed now for three years due to
two washouts, this beautiful roadway parallels the
Twelve for several kilometers in the Short Hills. The
Town of Pelham hired a consultant to advise on how
to repair the road, and TUC Niagara were asked for
input. We sent a detailed report, written by Ian
Smith, to the Town emphasizing our concern not for
the roadway, but for the creek that runs beside it. Our
conclusion was that the best (and cheapest) solution
was to close the road and make it a bike/hike trail.
Town staff, however recommended reopening the
road, albeit using materials and techniques in our
recommendation. At their meeting on July 15,
Council cited the TUC Niagara input in deciding to
defer the construction until a full public hearing could
be held. Support for the bike/hike trail and closure of
the road was expressed by several Councilors. We’ll
continue to advocate for the health of the stream over
concerns for through traffic.
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NPCA
The newly re-invented NPCA has been a very
pleasant surprise. We have received encouragement
and co-operation from the organization from the top
(Gail Wood the interim CAO) through to the newly
reinstated Restoration folks. We are in the process of
developing a Memorandum of Understanding
(MOU) with the NPCA to include sharing the huge
amounts of data we both collect on Niagara’s
watersheds, and working co-operatively on
restoration projects. We look forward to reestablishing a close and productive partnership.
Ian Smith presented a summary of our
Healthy Twelve Mile Creek manager, Megan
concerns for Twelve Mile Creek in the light of global
Lalli with NPCA Restoration specialist, Stuart
warming to the NPCA Board in July and we look
McPherson assessing a potential project
forward to continued contact and cooperation from
the new Board (with TUC member Donna Cridland
now a member of that Board).
The NPCA has published a grant application
program that meshes well with projects we want to
do, so we may be able draw on these grants to top up
the funds we have allocated to work with our
landowner partners. It’s all good news for Twelve
Mile Creek as we work together with the common
Ian speaks on Global Warming and the threat to the
goals of improved habitat and a healthier stream.
Twelve Mile Creek watershed at NPCA Board meeting

Outreach
We continue to engage the community in our work,
using fly fishing and fly tying as the “hook” to draw
interest. Chippewa Scouts enjoyed two evenings of
fly fishing and fly tying instruction from our team of
instructors: Gary Kosinsky, Paul Furminger, Brian
Custers, Randy Greenall, and Brian Green, and will
get a day of fishing practice in the near future. Our
team is also in talks with Niagara College to offer a
four session fly fishing course through Continuing
Education. Ian, Deanna, and Megan took St.
Catharines Mayor Walter Sendzik on a walk-through
of a section of the Twelve to acquaint him with the
issues that concern us. The Mayor’s reaction was so
positive, he’s agreed to join TUC! And Jeremy
Garrett is in the process of organizing a second Flies
and Flights event with Kame and Kettle Beer Works
following up on the success of the first event in
April.

Fly tier extraordinaire, Paul Furminger, at an
outreach event with Scouts
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Upcoming Events
Flies and Flights at Kame and Kettle Beer Works. Watch of news of a second fly tying and
beer tasting event in September.
TUC Niagara Annual General Meeting: 5:30pm on Sept. 26 at Fonthill Legion This will be
an especially important general meeting, and all members are encouraged to attend. We are at
a “watershed” moment in our organization’s life and everyone’s input is needed to set a new
course for the future.
Healing Waters: Oct. 1, 2, 3 at Fonthill Legion and Caledon Mountain Trout Club. Please
get in touch if you would like to volunteer for this flagship event that uses fly fishing and fly tying
as therapy for injured Canadian soldiers from across the province.
TUC Niagara at Ball’s Falls Thanksgiving Festival. We will be demonstrating fly casting and
tying, and alerting people to our work on the Twelve during the Saturday of Thanksgiving
weekend. If you can volunteer to join us at our tent, we would love to hear from you… or drop in
and say hello during the Festival.
November (date to be announced): Landowners’ seminar. Watch for details of this important
part of our Healthy Twelve Mile Creek Project. Our featured speakers will be Harry Rienders,
the voice of in-stream restoration in Ontario, and our own Projects Chair, Ian Smith.
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